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Review of the December 2007 Membership Meeting 
by Bob Pierce 

     Our program for the December 
Membership meet ing was 
presented by Mr. Matthew Baker , 
the recipient of our scholarship 
award this year. At the time he 
was given the check, Matthew 
commented that he would be glad 
to return the favor, so to speak, so 
we invited him to give a program 
and he gladly accepted. His 
presentation centered on the “new 

web”, followed by some interesting web sites that 
he uses on a regular basis. 
     The new face of the web is already showing up 
on a number of sites. Web 1.0 is the old format and 
is characterized by a lot of bells and whistles and 
lots of color on the web page. An example of the 
old presentation is shown by looking at www.msn.
com.  Notice that there are lots of colors, lots of 
links, lots of info, etc. Some people would say that 
is way too much information for one page. Web 2.0 
sites are very plain, usually having a single 
background color (most of them are white) and just 
enough info to get you on your way on that site. A 
good example of a Web 2.0 site is  
www.definr.com. This site has a white background 
and box for you to type a word into. It is very simple 
and easy to follow. All of Matthew’s web sites that 
he uses all the time are Web 2.0 sites. 
     That leads us right into the second part of his 
presentation – “Websites I Can’t Live Without!” 
These are some interesting and useful sites and 
best of all they are free! The first of these sites is 
called DEFINR and is accessed with www.definr.
com. This is a handy fast dictionary site that can 
help you with spelling and definitions. As you type a 

letter in for your word, the site shows a list of 
suggested words and refines the list as you type 
additional letters. At the end, it gives you the correct 
spelling and a definition of the word. 
     The next site will be handy for users that do a lot 
of instant messaging with other users on more than 
one ISP. Like the first site, it does not require you to 
download software to your machine, as everything 
is done by the website. The url is www.meebo.com. 
When I took a look at it, I could see portals to AOL, 
Windows, Yahoo and a number of others. It works 
well with webcams and does allow video calls. 
     If you like the latest news, videos and images by 
fellow users, this next site is for you. It is known as 
DIGG and is accessed with www.digg.com . You 
can view all items and not have to log in. However, 
if you want to add comments about a particular 
item, or if you want to vote to “bury” an item at the 
end of the list, you have to log in. This site is very 
interesting as you can read so many different points 
of view about subjects with a common interest. 
     The next one is one we have all heard of, and 
that is “Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia.” The 
entries in this site are all user created. You can add 
to an article already posted. The url for this site is 
www.wikipedia.org. While there have been some 
problems with the entries on this site in the past, 
the owners are now saying that all have been 
corrected and the database is accurate. Again, 
these are all free. 
     Even though “delicious” might remind us of 
recipes, in this context it is leading us to the next 
website, www.delicious.com, and it has nothing to 
do with recipes. This website is handy for users that 
might access the web from more than one             
                        (Continued on page 3) 

Matthew Baker 



 

Red River Monitor                                              January 2008                                                           Page 2 

Officers & Board of  Directors 
President Pat Joyner 798-2766 

Vice Pres. Dr. John Hardin 861-3408 

Secretary Jack Barnett 968-2372 

Treasurer Robert Saucier 861-2235 

Joe Cislaghi  636-6922 

Bob Pierce  686-0203 

Judy Wilson  683-0347 

Red River Monitor 
Published by  

Northwest Louisiana personal 
Computer User Group, Inc. 
6658 Youree Drive Suite 108-112 

Shreveport, LA  71105 
 

Editor: Phillip Sanders 
Co-Editor: Ben Fusco 

 
The opinions expressed in the articles in 
this newsletter are not necessarily those of 
the editor or publisher. Mention of 
products by their trade name does not in 
any way constitute endorsement by 
anyone. 
   Permission to reproduce portions that are 
not specifically indicated as printed 
courtesy of any computer magazine is 
given to other computer user groups for 
non-profit use. All other reproduction is 
prohibited without the specific written 
permission of the original source. 
    NWLAPCUG, Inc. is a non-profit  
organization. 

Member of APCUG 

Newsletter Articles Welcomed 
Please submit articles for newsletter, in RTF 
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Words From the President 

    It’s the first 
of a new year 
for our group 
and time to 
consider what 
we want to 
accompl ish . 
We exist for 

the purpose of sharing our 
knowledge with others. To do 
this we must engage our 
membership in programming 
material that will bring them to 
the general meetings. These 
meetings elicit questions and 

provide answers that do just 
that. 
    The board of directors is 
including on our agenda for the 
January meeting a workshop 
session to select  programs for 
the coming year. Contact any of 
the board members with your 
requests so that will be included 
for next year. 

Contact the SIG leaders for 
information in their areas of 
expertise 

��������	
  

Note: For the November 12, 2007 Board Minutes, see Page 8. 
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computer, or for families that share a number of 
websites. It allows you to install your bookmarks in                                   
a common location so that anyone with the right 
password can use the favorites list. If you are 
traveling and find yourself using Cousin Bubba’s 
computer, you still will have access to you favorites 
list in this website. 
     Do you want to know what goes on in the world 
and what some people will really do to make a 

spectacle of themselves? Then “You Tube” is a 
good site to visit. It is a site where users can post 
their home-made videos and anyone can watch it. I 
found this site to be very entertaining. The videos 
may be funny, sad, true, real, cartoons, etc. and 
can be on just about any subject. This site was 
recently bought by Google and has been cleaned 
up a lot. Just about all of it is suitable for younger 
users. Go to www.youtube.com and have some fun. 

(Continued from Page 1)  

Review of the November Membership Meeting 
By Bob Pierce 

Jack Couvillion Percy Sweet J.C. Barnett 

Photos taken at the December 2007 Membership Meetin g 
By Glenda Conradi 

Matthew Baker, Guest Speaker 

Are crooks using your PC...? 
By Bob Franklin  

     Do you send SPAM email messages? Most likely your answer is: "No, I get lots of 
spam, but would never send spam." I hate to bust your bubble but one out of four 
persons reading this are also sending spam. It is reported that 25% of all computers 
connected to the Internet are also part of a botnet, which can be used to send spam 
email messages. Zombie computers and botnets send 80% of all spam messages. A 
zombie computer is only one of many in a botnet, and will be used to perform malicious 
task such as sending spam messages under remote control.  

Let's take a closer look at how you can become entrapped into a botnet. A botnet operator sends out a 
Trojan program in the form of a worm or virus that can be used to turn your computer into a zombie 
machine. Once your computer becomes a zombie, the botnet operator has control over your computer and 
controls it remotely. A spammer then purchases access to the botnet from the operator. The botnet operator 
sends instructions to your infected zombie computer, causing it to send out spam messages to mail 
servers.... thus you are sending spam and don't even know it.  

Think maybe your computer is a zombie machine... If your computer is running very sluggish and slow, 
this could be an indication your computer is a zombie connected to a botnet. What to do? Seek professional 
help from someone that has experience in virus and spyware removal. 
     Prevention is the best policy. Don't open file attachments from unknown sources. Delete all spam without 
opening. Up to date anti-virus and anti-spyware programs are essential. Make sure all Windows updates 
are properly installed. It dosen't matter how you connect to the Internet, dial-up, cable, or DSL, you need a 
personal firewall running at all times. Like Ben says, "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure 
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Corel Graphics /Photo SIG December 2007  

      In December we talked 
about choosing a digital camera 
and some things you may want 
to consider. 
1. Determine how much money 
you want to spend.  
2. Look for cameras that have 
the best features for your 
needs; sports and action need 

high speeds. 
3. If you are a beginner, look for models that seem 
easy to use. If experienced get one with more 
control. 
4. For large prints you will need more megapixels. 
5. If you want a camera with a lot of megapixels 
make sure you have the space to store the images. 
6. Make sure the camera will accept a memory 
card, you do not want to be confined to internal 
memory only. 
7. For taking pictures from a distance the more 
optical zoom the better. A macro feature is good for 
close ups. 
8. Decide what features are most important to you 
and how many of those you can get for what you 
want to spend. 
9. Look for cameras in your price range and check 
on line for reviews of the cameras so you can 
compare. 
10. Talk to people who have digital cameras and 
see what they like and don’t like about theirs. 
11. Compare prices of the camera you decide on 
and be sure you buy from a reputable source. 
12. If you find a deal too good to be true it may be a 
gray market camera that the manufacture will not 
warrant.  
    Next we showed how to change colors using 
Corel Paint Shop Pro. Our example was a house 
that we changed the color of the painted areas, 

including the 
trim. You could 
also use this 
technique to see 
how a new wall 
color would look 

in your home. 
In Corel Paint 
S h o p  P r o 
Photo X2 open 
a photo you 

have taken of your house, a room or other object. If 
the color you want to change is close to the same 
color of another area next to it you may need to 
isolate the area you want to change by using one of 
the Selection tools to select it. 
Click on the Color Changer tool, which is grouped 
with the flood fill tool. Set the Materials Palette 
Foreground Stroke color to the new color you want 
to apply. Go back to your photo and click the color 
area you want to change. The color changer tool 
preserves the shading of the original area and does 
not leave you with a flat, unrealistic looking solid fill 
color. It works best on solid color objects that do 
not have a reflection or shine. 
    I showed how you can make mini brochure size 
calendars that fold to the size of a business card. 
You can put one of your favorite photos and special 
dates or other information on one side, and a yearly 
calendar on the other, or fill it with names and email 
addresses, or any other information you want to 
keep handy.  
    Make your card six inches long (total height of 
three business cards) and 3 ½ inches high, 
centered on page.  
    Divide the length of the card into three equal 
sections. Add information to each section. Use the 
same layout for the back. You may be able to fit 
three of the brochures on a page depending on 
your print margins. Print front page and turn paper 
over and print back page. Cut around edges of little 
brochures and fold between each section. I made 
calendars ahead of time and passed them out to 
the group to thank everyone for attending our last 
meeting of the year. 
    We hope you will be able to make the next Corel 
Graphics/Photo SIG on January 8 at 7:00 p.m.; we 
meet on the first Tuesday of the month (because of 
New Year’s day we meet on the second Tuesday in 
January) at Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q, located at 1146 
Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy. The room in the back is 
reserved starting at 6:00 p.m. for those of us who 
would like to eat and want to do it before the 
meeting starts. Of course it is fine to eat during the 
meeting, too. Please let me know if you have 
questions, or suggestions, that can be used in our 
SIG meetings for part of the program. If there is 
something you would like to see covered at one of 
our meetings you can email me at 
glenda@conradi.com.  
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Windows SIG November/December 2007  
by Bernie Conradi 

This months Windows 
Special Interest Group 
meeting is a combined No-
vember and December 
meeting.  We hold one 
meeting early in December 
so our members will not 
have a meeting during the 
holidays.   

Howard Harper who accompanied Ed 
Conley was our guest this evening.  There 
were the usual announcements of the latest 
antivirus dat file updates and the latest Win-
dows updates.  This announcement is made 
each month as a reminder that we should keep 
these programs up to date.  This is necessary 
to keep our systems safe from unwanted vi-
ruses and trojans that are released every day 
by people who try to raise havoc with our com-
puters.   

Our question and answers for the evening 
were in regards to problems with email ac-
counts, wireless sharing and how the more 
computers that are accessing the wireless at 
the same time the more the signal is degraded. 
     The program for the evening consisted of 
two different Power Point presentations.  The 
first was an explanation of the Windows Task 
Manager.  We showed the Task Manager and 
then demonstrated what the various tabs in 
Task Manager are used for.   

The second Power Point was titled “What is 
in Your Computer”.  The purpose of this pres-
entation was to remind us of the computer in-
formation we need to record so we will have 

the data when needed. First item is to have a 
backup of your data (Word documents, pic-
tures, music, Excel data, etc.).  Without a 
backup this data could be lost if a disaster were 
to occur.  I recommend that you know where all 
your program installation disks are, and where 
the CD Key for each of these program is lo-
cated.  It is recommended that you print out a 
list of your System Information.  It is also rec-
ommended that you have a record of all your 
passwords and logons to various mail pro-
grams and web sites.  This information should 
not be stored on your computer, because if the 
hard drive fails or your computer is stolen the 
data is then gone, so it is very necessary that it 
be stored on a thumb drive or printed out and 
stored away from the location of your com-
puter.   

We demonstrated three programs to assist 
us in the process of recording our data.  They 
are Belarc, LookInMyPC, and SIW (System 
Info for Windows).  These are free programs 
that can be downloaded by doing a Google 
search on the internet, which will take you to 
the web site to download them.  I use Belarc to 
make an inventory of my computer which I print 
out regularly as the data on my computer 
changes. 

Please join us at 7:00 PM on January 24, 
2008, at Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q on Shreveport-
Barksdale Highway. Everyone is invited to at-
tend. I am looking forward to suggestions for 
upcoming programs as I want to present sub-
jects of interest for all in the group. Let me hear 
from you.  

 
Reminder of the next Membership Meeting 

 
January 17, 2008 - 6:00 Social with meeting to begi n at 7:00 PM 

At LSU-S Science Lecture Hall 
Guests are also welcome to attend 
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Cisly’s Whale 

Digital Photo SIG January—2008 
by Bill & Cisly Morgan 

          By the time this 
article is read, 
everyone will know 
that, regrettably, due 
to some other 
obligations, we were 
unable to do a 

January Digital Photo SIG.  However, we don’t 
foresee any problems in future months and 
look forward to being able to bring some new 
ideas and new material beginning in February 
and, for that matter, for the rest of the year.    
     Because of some scheduling problems at 
LSUS, the December Digital Photo SIG, was 
held at The Hamilton South Caddo Library.  We 
had a nice turnout which was kind of a surprise 
being as we not only moved the location but 
changed to Monday of the second week 
instead of the normal date of the first Thursday 
of the month.  In fact, several of the attendees 
commented that they prefer the SIG at the 
library due to the fact they can park closer and 
are therefore able to avoid the long walk into 
the SLA at LSU-S.  We are looking into the 
possibility of doing more SIGs there in future 
months. 
     At the December SIG, which actually was a 
continuation of some of the things we did in 
November, we spent some time looking at 
more of the new and improved tools and 
features in the new Corel Paint Shop Pro Photo 
X2, or as we like to call it, “Paint Shop Pro 12.”   
     The Crop Tool has several new features but 
the one we spent most time demonstrating was 
the ability to crop to a new image while keeping 
the unaltered original image.  This feature is 
especially handy when scanning a page with 
multiple pictures.  Now it is possible to scan 
and save each picture as a new image without 
having to leave the original page.   
     Another new feature is called “Save for 
Office.”  After working on, and enhancing a 
picture, it is now possible, with two clicks, to 
save; for desktop printing, which will save the 
image at 200 pixels per inch; for professional 

printing, which will save the image at 300 pixels 
per inch; or for E-Mail, which will save the 
image at 96 pixels per inch.  This feature takes 
a lot of guesswork out of trying to figure how to 
re-sample or re-size for these applications. 
    Even though, in November, we took a quick 
look at the new Color Changer Tool, we took a 
more in-depth look at it in the December SIG.  
After saying, last month, that although there 
were quite a few new and handy improvements 
in “Paint Shop Pro 12,” there wasn’t any one 
thing that I could say, “This feature alone 
makes the new release worth the money.”  
After working with the Color Changer Tool, 
however, I was probably wrong.  For anyone 
who is serious about working with Digital 
Photos, this feature alone is worth the price of 
the new software. 
    Carolyn asked if we would show how we 
vignette a picture, so we worked on several 
methods to accomplish that little task.  There is 
not time or space here to do an acceptable 
explanation, but I thought I would list some 
quick steps here anyway.   
    Open the picture. 
    Surround the part to vignette with a 

feathered ellipse. 
    Cut. 
    Paste as a new image. 

     
 
This simple method works 
very well, and, after doing it a 
few times, it is pretty easy to 
go on to more complicated 
ways of doing it. 
     
     
 
 

    We would again like to encourage everyone 
who is interested in Digital Photography to 
come check out the Digital Photo SIGs.  The 
next SIG should be Thursday, February 7, 
2008.   

Vignette Image 
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I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and are having a Happy New Year.    
 

     This month I want to share with you one of the fun things I am doing with Vista. I really 
like VISTA and especially Windows Mail which is one of the new features in it. Windows 
Mail in VISTA replaces Outlook Express in Windows XP.   

 

    The stationary feature in Windows Mail is really a neat option. You can change the 
background color and Insert music. There is stationary included and free e-mail stationary 
that you can download to your mail program for your personal use. You can create your 
own stationary and save it to your windows mail stationary folder.  I made some Christmas 
and New Year’s stationary, saved it and I can use it again next year.   

  

     There is a Windows Mail program that you can download for Windows XP but it does not have the make 
stationary function. However, you can dress up your Windows XP Outlook Express 6 email messages by 
adding the look of stationary with color and graphics. Here is how:   
 

1. Open Outlook Express; click the arrow on the Create button. 
2.   Select a stationery option listed in the menu that appears, or choose the Select Stationery command 

to get more choices. 
3.   In the Select Stationery dialog box that appears, select stationery from the list.   
 4.  Click OK to apply the stationery to the new message.  

Also, with a new, reply or forwarded message open, you can apply stationery by using either of these 
methods: 
Choose Format--Apply Stationery, and then click a stationery to apply. 
Choose More Stationery to access the Select Stationery dialog box. 
You can use the format function and change the background color or format text size or color.   

     If you have applied stationery and decide that you don't want to use it anymore, just click the arrow on 
     the Create button and select No Stationery from the drop-down menu.  

 

     To insert a graphic in your message in Outlook Express or Vista Mail you first have to have it saved on 
your computer. There are some exceptions more about that later. 
     Go to my favorite search engine www.google.com and type in the name of the image you would like to 
use. Select the word “image” at the top of The Google window and click enter. 
     When you find an image you like, right click it and save it to your computer. In your My Documents there 
is a My Picture folder already created.   

   

     To use the picture in a new email, create a new message; place the cursor where you want the picture to 
be. Go to insert, picture, browse to the picture you want to use and select it (click on it) then click OK and 
the picture will be placed in your email.    
     I know that some of you use incredimaill . . It is free and has some good features also. The problem I 
have with it is when I receive a forwarded email that was created with Incredimail I sometimes get the red 
X’s where graphics should be.  
     I challenge you to play with this information. You will surely impress your friends, grandkids and other 
family members.    

          

     Oh yes, here is another good music site. 
Here you will find full-length songs (mostly country) from all eras. 
These are full-length WAV files. 
The songs are listed by the artist's names. 
http://www.pianoladynancy.com/wavs.htm   

      
      Next month I will share with you how to create emails that have music (sound files) playing in the 
background.    

  Until then, Carolyn 

Carolyn’s Tips and Tricks  
by Carolyn Franklin 
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Our SIG leaders are in the heart of 
NWLAPCUG’s monthly activities. See the chart on 
the last page of this newsletter  for  the  monthly 
schedule of their meetings. Every member is 
welcome to attend any or all of their meetings and 
for as many times as they wish. All of this with  
no extra fees involved.  

 SIG leaders are dedicated to sharing their 
expertise in their particular programs. Their 
meetings include presentations, demonstrations and 

cover questions and answers. In some cases, 
handouts may be furnished. 

Following the SIG meeting, a number of the 
SIG leaders will submit an article, reporting on  the 
activities of their meeting, for publication in the 
next month’s newsletter.  

Members are encouraged to take a tour of these 
SIGs and determine which one or more appeals to 
their liking. 

 

NWLAPCUG’s Special I nterest Group  Leaders 

    

J.C. Barnett 
Word SIG 

Joe Cislaghi 
Getting Started SIG 

Bernie Conradi 
Windows SIG 

Glenda Conradi 
Corel Graphics/Photo 

SIG 

    

Pat Joyner 
Saturday SIG 

Bill & Cisly Morgan 
Digital Photography SIG 

  

Members furnishing newsletter articles 

     

Bob Franklin Carolyn Franklin Phil Sanders Bob Pierce Ben Fusco 

Computer related newsletter articles are welcomed 
from our members who are other than SIG leaders. 
We appreciate as few as one article a year. Or as 
many (not to exceed one per month) as you would 
like to generate. The range of topics is virtually 

unlimited. To name a few, your experience/opinion 
with certain software programs, the entertainment 
and educational value in computer use, How To’s, 
Tips, etc. etc. Your participation may surface one 
of your great hidden talents.   



MONTHLY CLUB ACTIVITIES  
                    PLEASE NOTE THAT SIG TIMES, DAT ES AND LOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT  TO CHANGE.  

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION CONTACT , VIA E-MAIL,THE  RESPECTIVE SIG LEADER AS LISTED BELOW .
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

IF YOU NEED INFORMATION ABOUT THE SIG’S SUBJECT, MEETIING PLACE OR TIME, 
 PLEASE CONTACT THE PERSONS LISTED ABOVE 

Meeting Places 
Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q -  1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy (CorelDRAW/Graphics SIG; Windows SIG) 
LSUS Science Lecture Auditorium - South side of Campus (General Meeting) 
Room 123, Science Building-Southside of campus (Digital Photography SIG) 
Broadmoor Library– 1212 Captain Shreve Drive - (MS Word SIG; Saturday SIG 
Hamilton/S. Caddo Branch Library, 2111 Bert Kouns (Board Meetings; Getting Started SIG) 
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Corel Graphics/Photo SIG First Tuesday                7:00 P.M. 
 Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 

Glenda Conradi glenda@conradi.com 

Digital Photography SIG First Thursday               7:00 P.M. 
 Room 123, Science Bldg., LSU-S 

Bill and Cisly 
Morgan 

cisly@shreve.net 
 

MS Word SIG Second Thursday                                         
2:00 P.M. Broadmoor Library 

J C Barnett jcbarnett875@cjox.net 
 

Getting Started Third Monday 
9:30 AM—Hamilton/S. Caddo Library 

Joe Cislaghi cislaghij@bellsouth.net 

Board of Directors Meeting Mon. in the week of the General Mtg. 
2:00 P.M. Hamilton/S. Caddo Library 

Pat Joyner patbj@bellsouth.net 

General Meeting Third Thursday              7:00 P.M. 
LSU-S Science Lecture Auditorium 

Pat Joyner patbj@bellsouth.net 

Windows SIG Fourth Thursday              7:00 P.M. 
 Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 

Bernie Conradi bernie@conradi.com 

Saturday SIG Fourth Saturday               2:00 P.M. 
Broadmoor Library 

Pat Joyner patbj@bellsouth.net 

Meet Our NWLAPCUG Officers 

    

Pat Joyner 
President & Director 

Dr. John Hardin 
Vice Pres. & Director 

Jack Barnett 
Secretary & Director 

Robert Saucier 
Treasurer & Director 

 

  

 Bob Pierce 
Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 Joe Cislaghi 

Director 
Bob Franklin 

Director 
Judy Wilson 

Director 


