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     The twenty-four members and guests that 
attended the February membership meeting were 
given some excellent information by some very nice 
young people from our community. Melanie Cathy, 
one of our own, brought three of her students (High 
School) to fill us in on all the latest 411 (information, 
for us older folks) regarding the Apple iPod.  Mary 
Catherine David, Meredith Croft and Joshua 
Baccus are well-informed and gave us an excellent 
presentation on how the young folks are all wired 
up and wired in and plugged in. 
     After being introduced by Melanie, their 
presentation began with Mary Catherine and 
Meredith giving an explanation of the use of the 
Apple iPod nano. Although a little small, the screen 
of the iPod gives a lot of information. The left side 
shows the functions available; i.e. making a music 
library, storing your music in various categories, 
etc. Some music is free and some tunes have to be 
purchased. Also available is a parental control 
function. The function and selection activity are all 
controlled by a wheel below the screen. The iPod 
will come with a USB cord to connect to your 
computer. You can use this to move music from a 
commercial CD to the iPod or from other music 
sources to the iPod. When you purchase a new 
iPod, the first thing you should do is make sure the 
latest version of iTunes is installed on the iPod. The 
current version is “iTunes 7” and is available as a 
download from Apple.com. 
     Meredith and Mary Catherine also covered a few 
more points. Before you buy anything from Apple.
com you must set up an account. Songs usually 
cost 99 cents and games are a little more. Video 
clips and TV shows will cost anywhere from 99 
cents up. If you do download a tune, there is a limit 

to how many times you can burn it to something 
else. This type of protection is call Digital Rights 
Management (DRM) and is used quite a bit in the 
recording industry to try to reduce the number of 
illegal copies of music in circulation. While there are 
other music devices around, you have to be sure 
and understand their particular features. For 
example, the Zune MP3 player from Microsoft will 
work only with other Microsoft products. If you have 
any questions, go to Apple.com or any teenager. 
     Joshua then gave us a tour of Apple.com and 
the Apple store. The current models of the iPod 
range from the “Shuffle” for $49.95 on up through 
the nano for $149.95 or $199.95, depending on 
how much memory you want, then the “Classic”, 
“Touch”, etc. The memory used in all the iPod 
models is flash memory. Don’t be afraid to shop 
around for sales or discounts to save a buck or two; 
just remember to download the latest iTunes 
software so that you can download all the music 
that is available. The iPod can handle a number of 
different music formats, including MP3, MCC, 
MPEG4, etc. Check your specs to see which 
formats your model uses. Joshua then hooked up 
an iPod and gave us a demonstration of how it 
works. It was also noted that iPod works with PCs 
and MACs, but may not work if you are using Linux 
Operating System. 
     Pat Joyner thanked Melanie and her students for 
a good program. Pat also announced that we are 
working on a program from KTBS-TV Channel 3 
and our March meeting may be at their location. 
Everyone should pay attention to emails that will be 
sent out later concerning our March meeting. Our 
door prize winners were Bernie Conradi (photo 
paper) and Thelma Windham (printer paper). 
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     We did a 
program for 
the Saturday 
SIG about 
v i r t u a l 
machines.  
 

M i c r o s o f t  h a s  a  f r e e 
downloadable program, Virtual 
Machine that can be installed 
on the desktop and used to try 
out new software and hardware 
without harming the parent 
machine. This is a great product 
that works well. It will allow you 
to install more than one 
operating system on the 

desktops to allow peripherals 
that  have compat ib i l i t y 
problems with Vista to function 
on the virtual  XP desktops. 
Keep in mind that the virtual 
desktops require system 
memory to function. The copy 
of the software operating 
system installed on the virtual 
desktop requires a license and 
cannot be installed on another 
computer .I’m consistently 
amazed at the capabilities of 
software to take us to new 
levels. 

��������	
�

*MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MONDAY 14 JANUARY 2008 

*No Minutes were received for the March 2008 Newsletter 

    “no sleet or snow, but plenty of sunshine..for today”…. 
OK guys, so many of our membership has been asking for this 

program and now for our March presentation, we have the go 
ahead from KTBS-TV, and their News Director, Randy Bain,  who 
will explain to us how they do their forecasting of the weather and its 
connections with the Computer. 

This should be of interest to us all and it will be more interesting, 
since Randy wants us to come to them for this program.  So, get 
ready, our March Meeting will be at their KTBS-TV station 
located at 312 East Kings Hwy. (that’s three blocks  East of 
Centenary College) on Thursday March 20 th at our usual time of 
7:00 PM. 

And, do you want to be part of the ARK-LA-TEX WEATHER?…
and if you’d like to join the fun and POST info on this weather site, 
Randy Bain is asking you to volunteer to send  e-mails to he station 
about the weather at your location that they can use on the air in 
their broadcast.  Now what a deal…and on the air, yet. 

Parking  at their front door is somewhat limited, but just across 
the side street there is some off street spaces, and certainly across 
Kings Hwy. in what used to be “Leon’s BBQ”, there will be plenty 
more spaces for parking. 
     So, as they say, get your “dancing shoes” on, this will be the 
night. 
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Bernie 
Conradi 

Thelma 
Windham 

(L-R) High school 
students...Joshua, 

Meredith, Mary 
Catherine and  

Teacher,  
Melanie Cathey 

Program presentation  
by  

Teacher, Melanie Cathey  
and  

her 3 high school  students. 
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     I am always looking for something 
different and maybe better. You 
know, the guy that buys a "Bush 
Hog" to mow his front yard. Let me 
just say, that was not one of my 
better moves. Seems my wife didn't 
like the end results of such a fine 
piece of farm machinery. 

Are you too looking for something different and 
maybe better in the way of computing? Tired of fighting 
the never ending battle of virus infections? Constantly 
having to wait for your anti-virus software to update. 
Your computer has slowed to a snails pace due to 
spyware. Tired of those weekly anti-spyware and anti-
virus scans that puts you in a non-productive state? 
Wish you could avoid those fragmented files that clutter 
your hard disk and the hours of running a disk 
defragmenter program? Looking for an answer to the 
rising cost of software?  

I have just the solution you maybe looking for. Box 
up your computer and donate it to a Salvation Army 
Thrift Store. For all your computing needs use a 
computer at a library branch near you. This will solve all 
the problems listed above, however maybe a bit 
unhandy. 

Here's how I have solved those problems without 
going to the library. I simply installed Ubuntu Linux and 
no longer am I faced with any type of virus or spyware. 
No waiting for anti-virus updates, don't even have a anti-
virus program installed to update. Because of the way 
the Linux file system is designed it will never become 
fragmented. Oh, disk defragmenter programs for Linux... 
there is no such thing. To keep the file system healthy a 
forced file system scan is part of the boot process every 
30th boot. On my system the scan last only about 2 
minutes, then the normal boot proceeds. I've been 
running this system for over a year and that 2 minute 
scan about once a month is all that is required to keep 
this box running like a top.  

All my software is open source. What does that 
mean? Simply means: the best software that money 
can't buy. You got it, good software at an affordable 
price... would you believe free? 

Oh well, I could go on and on how great my Ubuntu 
system is, but I know your leaning toward the library 
solution. My way would require a change... You might 
even have to learn something new. 

Pick up a dog so it can see things from your point of 
view. Then try looking at things from its point of view. 

Pres. Pat Joyner 
introduces  

Melanie Cathey 
and her three high 
school students. 
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I would like to thank everyone who 
braved the stormy weather to 
attend the February Corel 
Graphics/Photo SIG. There was a 
lot of information shared and a lot 
of input from the group; a great 
way for everyone to learn more. 
We went over the information on 
the tip sheet and started out talking 

about how, when you get washed out pictures from a 
built in flash that is too strong, in some cameras you can 
adjust the compensation control to lower the flash’s 
power setting by about one stop. If it is still over 
exposing the pictures experiment to see what setting 
gives the best results. Check your camera’s manual to 
see if it has this feature. 

We looked at resizing photos for digital picture 
frames when you would like to get the maximum amount 
of pictures on your picture frame or the memory card 
you put in it. The Photos can be left in their original file 
sizes when you play them back on your digital picture 
frame, but if the file sizes are large the internal memory 
of the picture frame, or the memory card, may not hold 
many photos for play back. To increase the number of 
photos you can load onto the picture frame, or memory 
card, you may want to resize the images. It is suggested 
you resize them to the frames native resolution, which 
you should be able to find in the user guide or on the 
manufacturers Web site. An 8-inch frame may have a 
resolution of 800 by 480 pixels and a 7-inch frame may 
be 480 by 234 pixels. Make sure you save the resized 
files, that you are putting in the digital picture frame, with 
a new name and keep your original photo file. 

If you would like to increase the speed at which the 
pictures are processed on your digital camera, try 
turning off the LCD monitor while you are taking 
pictures, if you have that option. When the LCD monitor 
is turned off you do not have to wait for the camera to 
display the pictures on the LCD monitor, and they are 
processed more quickly. 

We looked at some of the features on many of 
today’s digital cameras. Some are relatively new; others 
have been around for a while. There is the Anti- blur, or 
image stabilization, feature that may be incorporated into 
the camera, or in an interchangeable lens, to help you 
get a sharper photo. Panorama stitching, inside the 
camera, saves you from the task of stitching the pictures 
together later in a photo editing program. Red-eye 

removal, which amounts to a pre-flashing light in the 
camera that goes off before the picture is actually taken. 
Candle light mode lets you take a picture in a dark 
setting with only a small amount of light. Detect faces 
detects all the faces in a picture and produces clear 
picture of everyone. 

Corel has announced the release of CorelDRAW 
Graphics Suite X4. Boxed versions will begin shipping 
on February 22, 2008. You can read about CorelDRAW 
Graphics Suite X4 in these two URLs. 

http://store.corel.com    
http://graphicssoft.about.com/b/2008/01/22/corel-

unveils-coreldraw-graphics-suite-x4.htm  
We showed how to remove Blue Fringe, or glow, 

around the edges of a photo. The same can be done 
with a blue, red, purple or green glow. Corel Paint Shop 
Pro Photo has a feature that is designed to automatically 
remove purple fringe. Choose Adjust - Use One Step 
Purple Fringe Fix.  

We demonstrated how to resize digital photos for a 
digital photo frame, or for emailing. In PaintShop Pro 
choose Adjust/Resize from the Learning Center box or 
Resize from the Image menu. Check Resample/Bicubic 
and Lock Aspect Ratio. In the Print Size box change 
either the height or width you want to  

resize your picture to, so it will fit the digital photo 
frame. 

In Adobe Photoshop Elements 4, in the Image 
menu, choose Resize/Image Size; follow basically the 
same steps. 

In the Corel PHOTO-PAINT Image menu, click on 
Resample. Make sure “Maintain aspect ratio” is checked 
in the resample box. Under image size, choose “Pixels” 
in the drop down, then, type in the pixel size that the 
picture frame calls for. If one side is too large type in the 
size called for, for that side. Save with new name. 

We hope you will be able to make the next Corel 
Graphics/Photo SIG on the first Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. at Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q, located at 1146 
Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy. The room in the back is 
reserved starting at 6:00 p.m. for those of us who would 
like to eat and want to do it before the meeting starts. Of 
course it is fine to eat during the meeting, too. Please let 
me know if you have questions, or suggestions, that can 
be used in our SIG meetings for part of the program. If 
there is something you would like to see covered at one 
of our meetings  

You can email me at glenda@conradi.com. 
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The meeting started with 
the usual announcements 
of the latest antivirus dat 
files and the latest updates 
for Windows XP and Vista.  
We were all reminded that 
the best approach to keep-
ing these programs up to 

date is to have them set for automatic.  This 
means that these programs will download and 
install automatically, all updates that become 
available.  That way your computer should re-
main up to date at all times.  Of course you do 
have to check for the optional updates for Win-
dows manually to see if there are any driver up-
dates and other updates that you may elect to 
install.  We told of the recent updates to Fire-
fox, Adobe Acrobat Reader, Sea Monkey and 
other programs of interest to the group.  We 
also talked about the freeware program called, 
“AM-Deadlink”. AM-DeadLink detects dead 
links and duplicates in browser bookmarks and 
text files. If a bookmark has become unavail-
able you can verify and delete it permanently. 
Additionally you can download FavIcons for all 
your Favorites and Bookmarks.   http://www.
aignes.com/deadlink.htm. 

Joe Blasé told us about his use of an in-
verter to use his laptop in his car and then 
added the USB Air Card to get on the internet 
while in the car.  Thanks Joe for the informa-
tion. We also demonstrated the use of a couple 
of speed tests on line.  These web pages can 
be used to check the speed of your internet 

connection.  The sites we visited were:  www.
speakeasy.net, www.speedtest.net.  I demon-
strated how to use them and reminded all that 
in most cases these sites require the latest 
Flash Player program to run properly.  Ed 
Conley gave us a quick briefing on the upcom-
ing tax rebate that was recently approved by 
Congress.  Thanks Ed for the information.  
The program for this month was on the subject 
of “Optimizing Your Computer for Peak Per-
formance”.  The following are tasks that I think 
need to be routinely performed to help speed 
up your computer: Clean up disk errors; Re-
move temporary files; Rearrange your data; 
Make Internet Explorer run faster; Automate 
Microsoft Update; Install antivirus and antispy-
ware programs. These items remind us to 
cleanout our temporary files, defrag our hard 
drives, keep Windows, antivirus and antispy-
ware programs up to date. I demonstrated the 
utilities already available in the Operating Sys-
tem to perform these tasks. After the Power 
Point presentation we then used Windows XP 
to demonstrate how to get to these various utili-
ties and what to use them for.  

Please join us at 7:00 PM on March 27, 
2008, at Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q on Shreveport-
Barksdale Highway. Everyone is invited to at-
tend. I am looking forward to suggestions for 
upcoming programs as I want to present sub-
jects of interest for all in the group. Let me hear 
from you.  

You can email me at bernie@conradi.com.   
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.The February Digital 
Photo SIG, we think it 
is safe to say, did not 
start off with a bang.  
In fact, it almost didn’t 
start off at all.  As we 
always do, we got 

everything situated on the table, got all the 
wires and cables plugged in, pushed the 
button, and watched as nothing happened.  
The hard disk picked that moment to decide 
not to run.   
     With enough talent and knowledge in the 
room to build a computer from scratch if 
necessary, we did finally get it to wake up: 
however, the gremlins bouncing around inside 
the case were not happy.  It was working, but 
working much slower than it should be.  We 
decided that was better than nothing and, 
although having lost a few minutes, were able 
to finally get the SIG under way.  
     The first part of the program was devoted to 
showing some more of the new and improved 
features in Corel Paint Shop Pro Photo X2.  
We concentrated on two of the features we had 
discussed in the February Newsletter: Auto-
Preserve Originals and Improved Resize.  The 
Auto-Preserve feature lets you save a copy of 
the original when you hit save.  The Improved 
Resize makes resizing a picture much simpler.   
     We then looked at a feature, or, actually, a 
group of features called “Presets.”  Presets 
have always been available in Paint Shop Pro.  
At least they were in Paint Shop Pro 7 (that’s 
the version we first started using) and they are 
in each upgrade since.  We haven’t needed 
Presets before, or, at least, we didn’t think we 
needed them, because in our Digital Photo 
work we don’t do much “batch” work.  That is 
we don’t usually need to make the same 
changes to a lot of photos at the same time.  
And that’s what the Presets are for. 
     When you click on a feature in the menu bar, 
then on a sub menu, you usually get a dialog 
box.  That is a box with several possible 

changes or enhancements you can do to 
improve or change the photo.  Some of the 
possibilities might be: Lighten highlights, 
darken shadows, sharpen, add color...  The 
Presets allow you to save these settings so 
they can be used on other photos.  As stated 
above: this is handy if you want to make the 
same changes to several photos. 
    We then changed directions and looked at 
some things we have learned about taking 
pictures for panoramas (See picture below). In 
this case, although it is against everything we 
have been saying about taking pictures, you 
want to put your camera on automatic 
exposure.  When stitching together the 
panorama later, you want the exposures to be 
as near the same as possible.   
    Also, if you have a zoom lenses, you want to 
back up a little so you can zoom in some.  You 
never want to take panorama photos with a 
short focal length or wide angle.  Wide angle 
photos have a slight distorted “fish eye” effect 
which makes it next to impossible to stitch the 
pictures together correctly.   
    And finally, if possible, it is best if the 
camera is on a tripod.  That way, the horizon 
will stay the same–not tilted one way or the 
other.   

In the top part of this picture, it shows the 3 
separate photos taken of the panorama.. 
Shown below are the 3 separate exposures 
stitched together for the one panoramic view.  
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Last month I promised you an 
article on how to forward emails 
correctly. Well, here it is. 
You may copy and paste this 
article into a blank email and 
send it to the offenders you 
know. 
 

     (1) When you forward an e-mail; DELETE all 
of the other addresses that appear in the body 
of the message.  You MUST first click  the 
“"Forward"  button to be able to edit the e-mail 
and delete the previous addresses.  If you don't 
click on "Forward" first, you won't be able to edit 
the message at all. 
      
(2)  Whenever you send an e-mail to more than 
one person, do not use the To: or Cc: fields for 
adding e-mail addresses.  Always use the BCC: 
(blind  carbon copy) field for listing the e-mail 
addresses. This way, the people you send to 
will only see their own e-mail address. If you 
don't see your BCC: option, click on where it 
says To: and your address list will appear. 
Highlight the address and choose BCC. When 
you send to BCC: your message will 
automatically say "Undisclosed Recipients" in 
the "TO:" field of the people who receive it. 
 
(3)  You can even re-name the subject and 
even run your spell checker. You also may 
delete the .Fw: that shows the email was 
forwarded to you. 
 
This if very important  
(4) ALWAYS hit your Forward button from the 
actual e-mail you are reading. Your email pals 
that have to open several pages to read the one 
page with the information on it, will thank you 
for this.  By forwarding from the actual page you 
wish someone to view; you stop them from 

having to open many forwards just to see what 
you sent. 
 
(5) An Email petition states a position and asks 
you to add your name and address and to 
forward it to 10 or 15 people.  The e-mail can be 
forwarded on and on and can collect the names 
and email addresses of all recipients.  
A spammer may use these email addresses to 
send out unwanted messages. If you agree with 
the petition, send it as your own personal e-mail 
to the intended recipient.  Your position may 
carry much more weight this way than as a 
name and address on a petition. 
 
(6) Before you forward an Amber Alert, or a 
Virus Alert, or some of the other alerts you 
receive, check them out. 
 Most of them are junk mail.  Just about 
everything you receive in an email that is in  
question can be checked out at Snopes. Just go 
to  http://www.snopes.com/  it’s really easy to 
find out if it's real or not. If it's not real just 
delete it. 
 

That’s it for this month. 
 

Happy Forwarding!!!!  and 
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Our SIG leaders are in the heart of 
NWLAPCUG’s monthly activities. See the chart on 
the last page of this newsletter  for  the  monthly 
schedule of their meetings. Every member is 
welcome to attend any or all of their meetings and 
for as many times as they wish. All of this with  
no extra fees involved.  

 SIG leaders are dedicated to sharing their 
expertise in their particular programs. Their 
meetings include presentations, demonstrations and 

cover questions and answers. In some cases, 
handouts may be furnished. 

Following the SIG meeting, a number of the 
SIG leaders will submit an article, reporting on  the 
activities of their meeting, for publication in the 
next month’s newsletter.  

Members are encouraged to take a tour of these 
SIGs and determine which one or more appeals to 
their liking. 
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J.C. Barnett 
Word SIG 

Joe Cislaghi 
Getting Started SIG 

Bernie Conradi 
Windows SIG 

Glenda Conradi 
Corel Graphics/Photo 

SIG 

    

Pat Joyner 
Saturday SIG 

Bill & Cisly Morgan 
Digital Photography SIG 
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Bob Franklin Carolyn Franklin Phil Sanders Bob Pierce Ben Fusco 

Computer related newsletter articles are welcomed 
from our members who are other than SIG leaders. 
We appreciate as few as one article a year. Or as 
many (not to exceed one per month) as you would 
like to generate. The range of topics is virtually 

unlimited. To name a few, your experience/opinion 
with certain software programs, the entertainment 
and educational value in computer use, How To’s, 
Tips, etc. etc. Your participation may surface one 
of your great hidden talents.   
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                    PLEASE NOTE THAT SIG TIMES, DAT ES AND LOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT  TO CHANGE.  

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION CONTACT , VIA E-MAIL,THE  RESPECTIVE SIG LEADER AS LISTED BELOW.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

IF YOU NEED INFORMATION ABOUT THE SIG’S SUBJECT, MEETIING PLACE OR TIME, 
 PLEASE CONTACT THE PERSONS LISTED ABOVE 

Meeting Places 
Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q -  1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy (CorelDRAW/Graphics SIG; Windows SIG) 
LSUS Science Lecture Auditorium - South side of Campus (General Meeting) 
Room 123, Science Building-Southside of campus (Digital Photography SIG) 
Broadmoor Library– 1212 Captain Shreve Drive - (MS Word SIG; Saturday SIG 
Hamilton/S. Caddo Branch Library, 2111 Bert Kouns (Board Meetings; Getting Started SIG) 
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Corel Graphics/Photo SIG First Tuesday                7:00 P.M. 
 Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 

Glenda Conradi glenda@conradi.com 

Digital Photography SIG First Thursday               7:00 P.M. 
 Room 123, Science Bldg., LSU-S 

Bill and Cisly 
Morgan 

cisly@shreve.net 
 

MS Word SIG Second Thursday                                         
2:00 P.M. Broadmoor Library 

J C Barnett jcbarnett875@cjox.net 
 

Getting Started Third Monday 
9:30 AM—Hamilton/S. Caddo Library 

Joe Cislaghi cislaghij@bellsouth.net 

Board of Directors Meeting Mon. in the week of the General Mtg. 
2:00 P.M. Hamilton/S. Caddo Library 

Pat Joyner patbj@bellsouth.net 

General Meeting Third Thursday              7:00 P.M. 
LSU-S Science Lecture Auditorium 

Pat Joyner patbj@bellsouth.net 

Windows SIG Fourth Thursday              7:00 P.M. 
 Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 

Bernie Conradi bernie@conradi.com 

Saturday SIG Fourth Saturday               2:00 P.M. 
Broadmoor Library 

Pat Joyner patbj@bellsouth.net 
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Pat Joyner 
President & Director 

Dr. John Hardin 
Vice Pres. & Director 

Jack Barnett 
Secretary & Director 

Robert Saucier 
Treasurer & Director 

 

  

 Bob Pierce 
Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 Joe Cislaghi 

Director 
Bob Franklin 

Director 
Judy Wilson 

Director 


